
97

Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 18.15

for which a letter of certification has 
been issued; and the drawings and spec-
ifications shall be adhered to exactly 
in production of the certified compo-
nent. 

(c) A component shall not be rep-
resented as certified until the appli-
cant has received MSHA’s letter of cer-
tification for the component. Certified 
components are not to be represented 
as ‘‘approved’’ or ‘‘permissible’’ be-
cause such terms apply only to com-
pletely assembled machines or acces-
sories.

§ 18.13 Certification plate. 
Each certified component shall be 

identified by a certification plate at-
tached to the component in a manner 
acceptable to MSHA. The method of at-
tachment shall not impair any explo-
sion-proof characteristics of the com-
ponent. The plate shall be of service-
able material, acceptable, to MSHA, 
and shall contain the following:

Certified as complying with the applicable 
requirements of 30 CFR part llll. 

Certification No.llll.

The blank spaces shall be filled with 
appropriate designations. Inclusion of 
the information on a company name 
plate will be permitted provided the 
plate is made of material acceptable to 
MSHA.

§ 18.14 Identification of tested noncer-
tified explosion-proof enclosures. 

An enclosure that meets all applica-
ble requirements of this part, but has 
not been certified by MSHA, shall be 
identified by a permanent marking on 
it in a conspicuous location. The design 
of such marking shall consist of capital 
letters USMSHA not less than 1⁄4 inch 
in height, enclosed in a circle not less 
than 1 inch in diameter. 

[33 FR 4660, Mar. 19, 1968, as amended at 43 
FR 12314, Mar. 24, 1978] st

§ 18.15 Changes after approval or cer-
tification.

If an applicant desires to change any 
feature of approved equipment or a cer-
tified component, he shall first obtain 
MSHA’s concurrence pursuant to the 
following procedure: 

(a) Application shall be made as for 
an original approval or letter of certifi-

cation requesting that the existing ap-
proval or certification be extended to 
cover the proposed change(s) and shall 
be accompanied by drawings, specifica-
tions, and related information, showing 
the change(s) in detail. 

(b) The application will be examined 
by MSHA to determine whether inspec-
tion or testing will be required. Testing 
will be required if there is a possibility 
that the change(s) may adversely affect 
safety. 

(c) If the change(s) meets the require-
ments of this part, a formal extension 
of approval or certification will be 
issued, accompanied by a list of new or 
revised drawings, specifications, and 
related information to be added to 
those already on file for the original 
approval or certification. 

(d) Revisions in drawings or speci-
fications that do not involve actual 
change in the explosion-proof features 
of equipment may be handled infor-
mally. 

[43 FR 12313, Mar. 24, 1978, as amended at 52 
FR 17514, May 8, 1987]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 68 FR 36419, June 
17, 2003, § 18.15 was amended by revising para-
graph (a), effective Aug. 18, 2003. For the con-
venience of the user, the revised text is set 
forth as follows:

§ 18.15 Changes after approval or certifi-
cation.

* * * * *

(a)(1) Application shall be made as for an 
original approval or letter of certification 
requesting that the existing approval or cer-
tification be extended to cover the proposed 
changes and shall be accompanied by draw-
ings, specifications, and related information, 
showing the changes in detail. 

(2) Where the applicant for approval has 
used an independent laboratory under part 6 
of this chapter to perform, in whole or in 
part, the necessary testing and evaluation 
for approval of changes to an approved or 
certified product under this part, the appli-
cant must provide to MSHA as part of the 
approval application: 

(i) Written evidence of the laboratory’s 
independence and current recognition by a 
laboratory accrediting organization; 

(ii) Complete technical explanation of how 
the product complies with each requirement 
in the applicable MSHA product approval re-
quirements; 

(iii) Identification of components or fea-
tures of the product that are critical to the 
safety of the product; and
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